"suonisanb p1usnbasuod mogqo

3IDGaP 2ananLsuod Sunnowodd fo sadoy
w1 sadrads.ad fo a5un. api D WioAf
uorido saysngnd Sl 340X MIN YL,

£1 39Vd ‘O0rNVH

“OLISUUY W] PII0M 9Y1J0 9pIS Jayjo

11 U0 1940 T10q 20d B FUTYDIEM 0S 1O
3{9aM 15€] 9Yf) Jo yanur Jusds [ 0S puv

“J UL SUIIoq ueyy

© J9U1e] ‘OpISING 9Y) Wi} 11 18 SUT{0O0]

21,04 uaym 1od SurISIWIS 9y 3E

1a1dde 0 JeIsEa 8] :91301d 3y) AJLIerd

dyoy wed S0uR)SIp INg ‘Sreuy S e yons
pUIj 03 Jej [9AR1] 03 P22U JUOP NOX

: *onsIuoIyorRLE A[SUTud

-JySLI} [29) 0] SUISSq AJITEAT JO MOIA SIS

-U2SU0J B PUR ‘SATEU STISTLI) ‘pauinsse

S111009p 2JYM {WUNIpaul A13AS SS0I0E

‘LoTSSNISIP A19A3 apeatad say| Siq

PUE [[BUIS YDA UL A3S100S B :areuny s

an.y o3 uodn SUI0d NOA 12y} S9210]

9591} [Te JO 22UaN{IU0I SY3 UL S11] "Uon

-eurIoJuIsTI 0] sanmiqissod [saou Aq

Paj09ful SWI0daq pue 12ayur Aay) ‘sonrod
resip e 0) 3depe saehe(d asa} sy

‘spuelq reuoneu

-TJ[NILL 07 SISUIWIEDS 0] SJUSUNLIDA0E

(0] ‘51108 [[E JO S10108 PieAnjow pue

¢ (smou J1oy3 108 Tms ojdoad 150U A1OUYM

‘UOISIAR[9) A[[e10adSa) BIPILU SMAU

ay Josyied (sen

-LIQ2[20 pUE SUBION

-rjod :aunjoew Jey)
11 sreag Jue)todun *s10qyfrau
JI10 aIe 1Y L Jdesonu
11923p Jo A1auryoew usamiag
Jo8xer oy ur 800 958U -.|q35 e ul
ESIPUIRIU AN UCH fpepusit jo
-BULIOJUISTUL 0] SALUOD aumymo 941 03
1 uSTM ‘PESISUT pangLIuco

-3010] Snouagoxa 3

SUIOS SE WIay3 JO qUIy} ot
ojaqisuodsasns@Eay <

71 7ey3 21m){Nd [gO[3 01U papPaqLud
A1doap 05 MOU B.IE SHIOMIDU [BI00S
*as[e SUTIAI9AS WO s[qeredasur auiod
-aq sBY ,JaUIIUI 81}, 9snEedaq K[aTe]
SS9[aSn UM0IS Set UOHeMILI0) jauisjul
-91[}-aurerq aul NS Tey) Mou| [Te M
10]
Sofeue ue uey) ‘efeurep aioul ssned pue
“£pjomb a1ow peaids ued off [eN3p e At
-[eJIA Y10M18T JO [oN] 13{ o) pUre BIpaw
e2S1p Jo ATIges|rewt oY) 0} Syuey) pue
‘ayfey sodnp-Iodns St AN} 1SUISJUIIY L,

" NOINIO.

oofue peyJed

=

uejsnye] pue
eIpuj sjjnsus
sl Jo yoed




A pack of lies éngulfs India and Pakistan

MANJOO, FROM PAGE 1

In retaliation for a terrorist attack
against Indian troops last month, India
conducted airstrikes against Pakistan.
After Ilearned about them, I tried to
follow the currents of misinformation in
the unfolding conflict between two
nuclear-armed nations on the brink of
hot war.

What I found was alarming; it should

- terrify the world, not just Indians and

Pakistanis. Whether you got your news
from outlets based in India or Pakistan
during the conflict, you would have
struggled to find your way through a
miasma oflies. The lies flitted across all
media: there was lying on Facebook,
Twitter and WhatsApp; there was lying

on TV; there were lies from politicians; -

there were lies from citizens.

Besides outright lies, just about ev-
eryone, including many journalists,
played fast and loose with facts. Many
discussions were tinged with rumor and
supposition. Pictures were doctored,
doctored pictures were shared and
aired, and real pictures were dismissed
as doctored. Many of the lies were di-

rected and weren'’t innocent slip-ups in-
the fog of war but efforts to discredit the
enemy, to boost nationalistic pride, to
shame anyone who failed to toe a jingo-
istic line. The lies fit a pattern, clam-
oring for war, and on both sides they
suggested a society that had slipped the
bonds of rationality and fallen com-
pletely to the post-fact order.

Thelies began immediately after
Indian forces attacked what they de-
scribed as a terrorist training campina
Pakistani town called Balakot. The
Indian government offered no visual
proof of the effectiveness of its strikes,
and thereis still debate among Indian
politicians about what was hit. Paki-
stan’s military quickly put out pictures
from Balakot showing not much dam-
age.

Indian media, however, appeared
eager tofillin a government-friendly
narrative. As the Indian fact-checking
site Alt News documented, several
outlets, including some of the country’s
largest TV news networks, aired what
they described as exclusive footage of
Indianfighter jets attacking Balakot.

Televisions last month broadcasting details of the conflict between Pakistan and India.

REHAN KHAN/EPA, VIA SHUTTERSTOCK.

Exceptit wasn’t. The fighter-jet
footage was actually first posted online
in 2017, Alt News found. It appeared to
have been resurrected on social net-
works in the last week or so and then
lifted by Indian TV networks as proof of

- the attack.

Not that Pakistani media were above
fakery. After Pakistan’s Air Force shot
down an Indian jet and captured a pilot'
who was later released, Pakistani media
began airing images of downed aircraft.
Except, asfact checkers documented,
the pictures were old, showing wreck-
age from a previous crash.

You would think fact-checking this
stuff would limit its spread. Instead,
what happened was that each side
weaponized fact-checking, taunting the
other for wallowing in lies without
acknowledging its own part in all the
fakery. And there were Indian anchors
— from a network that pushed its own
fake images — sliming Pakistani media
with the hashtag #PakFakeClaim.

What I've shared here is just a taste. If
you dive into the tireless fact-checking
sites policing the region, you'll find
scores more lies from last week, some
that flow across both sides of the conflict
and many sointricate they defy easy
explanation.

And you will be filled with a sense of
despair.

The Indian government recently
introduced a set of draconian digital
restrictions meant, it says, to reduce
misinformation. But when mendacity
crosses all media and all social institu-
tions, when it becomes embedded in the
culture, focusing on digital platforms

- misses the point.

In India, Pakistan and everywhere
else, addressing digital mendacity will
require a complete social overhaul.
“The battle is going to be long and
difficult,” Govindraj Ethiraj, a journalist
who runs the Indian fact-checking site
Boom, told me. The information war is
a forever war. We're just getting
started.




